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The benefits of hosting the PGA’s Tournament of Champions

By JOSEPH W. BEAN

The 2012 Hyundai Tour-
nament of Champions, which
takes place in Kapalua start-
ing January 2, was making
the news back in September.
Both sports and business pub-
lications were announcing
changes to the event’s man-
agement. The same kind of
announcements were made
the year before. No worries!
The PGA event that kicks off
the annual golfing year is in
no trouble. That’s good news
for Maui because it means the
flow of cash from the Tourna-
ment to local charities —
nearly $4 million since
1999 — will continue.

Important community serv-
ice organizations of all kinds
are among the beneficiaries:
Boy Scouts, Friends of the
Children’s Justice Center, La-
hainaluna High School Foun-
dation, Ka Lima O Maui,
Maui Memorial Medical Cen-
ter Foundation, Hawaii State
Junior Golf Association, and
Hale Makua Health Services
among them. To participate in
the program, charities don’t
just rattle a tin cup, they help
make the event the best that it
can be. Ka Lima O Maui, for
instance, has monitored and
otherwise handled the VIP
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parking lot in the past.

Hale Makua, a provider of
long-term care and rehabilita-
tion services, obviously can-
not send its clients to assist at
the golf tournament as some
charities might. Nonetheless,
it has been on the list of par-
ticipating charities since
2002, when the event was the
Mercedes Championship.
“The ground team for Hale
Makua is the Board of Direc-
tors, committee members,
volunteers, and employees
who volunteer their time to
help,” said Denise Thayer, an
executive assistant at Hale
Makua. “That includes our
CEOQ, Tony Krieg, who al-
ways helps with trash pickup
in Spectator Village.”

Among the perennial vol-
unteers are Mitch Mitchell
and his colleagues from
Sakamoto Properties. Not
everyone joins Krieg in trash
pickup, “The team working
on behalf of Hale Makua
Health Services,” Mitchell
said, “distributes brochures
and posters for the tournament
to over 150 merchants and
businesses on the island in ad-
vance of the event. They also
launder, fold, store, and de-
liver linens. Hale Makua
loans two containers for the
storage of merchandise; pro-
vides a group of volunteers to
set up and break down the
merchandise tent, and works
with Maui Junior Golf to re-
cruit volunteers for the Media
Center.”

That’s a long list of as-
signed responsibilities, so it

takes a lot of volunteers. How

does Hale Makua mobilize
that many people? “Everyone
enjoys the tournament and has
fun,” Mitchell said. “There is
rarely any difficulty in filling
volunteer slots. Each year vol-
unteers and Hale Makua staff
look forward to this event.
The Hyundai Tournament
staff are always very support-
ive and helpful, too, and there
are never enough words to

thank them for all they do for
us! Add to that the fact that
the scenery is beautiful... and
watching this elite group of
golfers is always exciting. No
wonder we have volunteers
signing up months in ad-
vance!”

Hale Makua is a fee-for-
service enterprise, but in order
to provide the outstanding ex-
perience it is famous for, it
also depends on many kinds
of support from the commu-
nity through the nonprofit
Hale Makua Foundation. Hale
Makua depends on its
board — chaired by Roy
Sakamoto, with Mitchell as a
member — to find funding for
many important services. The
organization also counts on a
lot of volunteers, including
Sakamoto and Mitchell, to get
things done.

“This year,” Thayer said,
“funds from the Tournament
will be used to continue sup-
port for ongoing programs
and services for our frail eld-
erly and disabled, providing
services that prevent loneli-
ness, helplessness and bore-
dom, the three plagues of the
elderly, by ensuring that indi-
viduals in our community are
restored to health and inde-
pendence and that they transi-
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tion through life with dignity
and respect.”

Mitchell said, “With the
support of the Tournament
over the years, Hale Makua
Health Services has been able
to continue the ‘Luana Jour-
ney,” which strives to create
home-settings for the resi-
dents through resident-di-
rected care and much more
home-like environments. We
have completed the renova-
tion and transformation of the
nurses’ station in what we call
the West Neighborhood into a
kitchen and living room for
residents, and we’ve created

more gardenmg areas for resi-
dents. Hale Makua has re-en-
gineered the dining
experience, developed an edu-
cational curriculum for our
staff and, most recently, com-
pleted shooting an educational
video about Luana that will
assist in getting our message
out to the public. It will also
be used to educate new em-
ployees, residents and family
members.”

There’s always more to do
and more that could be done
with funding. Take a look at
http://halemakua.org to see
what you might be able to do.



